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Directions:  You will select a novel and join a group who has also selected that particular novel.  Choose wisely – a book that you know you might like and will read!  The assignments will encompass about 28-30 pages a day.  We will have some class time to read and prepare for the day’s lit circle assignments.  You will rotate through the various roles each day and turn in your work each day.  You will also choose a project on which to work and turn in as your individual final assessment.  

   (* are “extra” jobs)
Overview of Lit Circle Roles

___Discussion Director: Your job is to keep the discussion going, to make sure there are not silences, not gaps in the conversation. You should come to the meeting with at least five "thinking" questions to ask in case the conversation slows down. These "thinking" questions should be designed to get people in your group thinking about issues and topics in your reading. They should not be "recall" questions that ask for facts from the book. You are also in charge of keeping the discussion focused so that things don't wander too far from the main topic, which is the book! 

___Summarizer: Your job is to write and then present a summary of the events that happened in the passage that the group decided to read prior to the meeting. Using your written summary as your guide, you will remind people in your group what the passage was about. In addition to writing and presenting your summary, you will need to bring a thinking question to the group, a question that prompts the others to think beyond the facts of the passage. It is also your job to look for places where you disagree with others in your group.

___Illustrator: Your job is to quickly sketch key scenes in the passage you read prior to your meeting and to explain what is going on in those scenes and why you think those scenes are important. You will also need to bring a thinking question to the group, a question that prompts the others to think beyond the facts of the passage. Focus on the sketches.
___Literary Luminary: Your task is to find and write down three to five lines or short quotations, properly cited that you think are examples of good writing or that are key or important to the story.  (*Think metaphor, simile, alliteration, foreshadowing, allusion or symbolism.) Ask questions about how or why these lines/passages are so significant.  Push your group to explore these ideas by delving beyond the facts of the passage.
___Connector: You will search for connections between the reading material and something outside the text, such as a personal experience, a topic studied in another class, or a different work of literature.  Explore, in detail, how the work relates to you and to your world.
___Word Watcher: Your job is to find between three and five words that are new or interesting to you. You will need to define each word, tell the part of speech (choose the part of speech that is used in your passage), relay the origin of the word, and copy the passage from the book where the word occurs. You will then lead a discussion within your group about why you and the others think the author chose to use that particular word rather than another for that passage. Pay special attention to any words/phrases that repeat.  Think about connotation v. denotation as well.

___*Art Connoisseur: You will find some form of artwork to represent a significant scene or idea from the reading. Use the internet and/or our library.  *Mr. Worssam is also a terrific resource as well, but you need to plan ahead!

___*Story Tracker: You will prepare a brief outline of the most important events and ideas in this section of the text.  Focus on changes in plot, character or tone.  Identify main conflicts and rise in action to climax and denouement, etc.
___*Character Watcher: You will choose several characters from the day’s reading and describe their actions, thoughts, or other information discovered about them.  Include information about the character’s purpose or role, including how they are important to the story and/or the story’s themes.
[image: image3.jpg]


Discussion Director






Name:

Reading selection: page __ to page ___





Date:

Novel title: ______________________________






Role: Identify the most important parts of the assigned reading and develop questions that your group will discuss.  Don’t worry about the small details: focus on major themes or big ideas in the text.  Keep the discussion focused on them.  What interests you will most likely interest those in your group as well.  You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.
Sample Questions:

· What were you thinking about as you read?  What did the text make you think about?

· What did you think was the major purpose or most important idea of this part of the text?  The “lesson”?

· What one question would you ask the author if you had a chance?

· What was the single most important event in this section and why?

· What was the most important change that took place in the text?  How and why did it happen? 
· What do you know now that you didn't know before? What is the author's purpose, bias, or prejudice?
· What incident or conflict does the author use to begin the story? Why do you think the author chose this beginning? 

· How does the author create suspense? Which character moves the plot along faster?
Discussion Director’s questions: ____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group’s discussion points or “answers” to your questions:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here you should predict and/or reflect on what you’ve read thus far:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Summarizer








Name:
Reading selection: page __ to page ___





Date:

Novel title: __________________________






Role: Prepare a brief summary of the assigned reading.  Select the most important plot events, the key highlights, the major ideas and record them.  To help you organize the information, consider making a numbered list or time line. (*If you are having trouble identifying significant events - What changes did you notice?)  You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.

Sample Questions:  These questions should center about “I wonder why…” types of questions.  What questions might appear on an exam?  What might be a good essay topic for this section of the story? What clues did the author use to help you predict what was going to happen later?  What is the setting?  Who is the protagonist?  The antagonist?  The mood/tone?  Why?
Summarizer’s Summary: 

____ (these should focus on listing the key events/changes/plot) ____
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarizer’s Questions: 

__ (based on the key elements above) ___
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group’s reaction to the summary points and/or “answers” to your questions:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Illustrator








Name:
Reading selection: page __ to page ___





Date:

Novel title: ______________________________






Role: Your role is to draw what you read.  This might mean drawing a scene as a cartoon-like sequence or an important scene so reader’s can better understand the action.  You can draw maps or organization trees to show how one person, place, or event, relates to the others.  Label your drawings so we know who the characters are.  *Make your drawing(s) on the back of this page. You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.

Sample Questions:

· What do you think this picture means?  
· Why did I choose this scene to illustrate?  How dos this drawing relate to the story?
· Why did I choose to draw it the way I did?  What do we see – i.e.: who and/or what is in this picture?  

· What, if anything, did drawing it help you to see that you had not noticed before?  

· What did this section/passage make you think about when you read it?  

· What am I trying to accomplish through this drawing or map or tree?

Illustrator’s questions: ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group’s discussion points or “answers” to your questions:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word Watcher






Name:

Reading selection: page __ to page ___




Date:

Novel title: ____________________________________



Role: While reading the assigned section, you will watch out for words worth knowing (*3-5 please).  These words might be interesting, new, important, or used in unusual ways.  It is important to indicate the specific location (page # and paragraph) of the words so the group can discuss these words.  You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.
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Sample Questions:

· Which words are used frequently?  Which words are used in unusual ways?  

· What words seem to have special meaning to the characters or to the author?
· What is the connotative meaning of the word? (*implied meaning)

· What is the denotative meaning of the word? (*actual meaning)

· What new words do you find in this section?

Word Watcher’s Words, Definitions and Questions:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group’s discussion about the words and/or “answers” to your questions:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Literary Luminary






Name:
Reading selection: page __ to page ___





Date:

Novel title: _____________________________






Role: Your job is to locate a few special sections of text that you believe are worth hearing and discussing.  These passages should be memorable, interesting, puzzling, funny or important.  *(Make sure you properly cite every quotation.) You decide which passages are worth hearing and then jot down why you chose them and what you want to say about them to the group. You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.

Sample Questions:  What is happening in the passage?  Why did you choose the passage?  What makes this passage so memorable, important or interesting?  If the passage confuses you, what do you want to ask group members to help you understand?  What does the passage mean?  Why is it worth repeating?  What important part of the text does the passage help you understand?
Literary Luminary’s quotation: __*citation should appear in parentheses (author’s last name page number). __  Example:   (Gaiman 35).    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (                                   ) .
Reason for selecting quote and comments:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Luminary’s quotation: __*citation should appear in parentheses (author’s last name page number). __  Example:   (Gaiman 35).    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (                                   ) .
Reason for selecting quote and comments:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Luminary’s quotation: __*citation should appear in parentheses (author’s last name page number). __  Example:   (Gaiman 35).    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (                                   ) .
Reason for selecting quote and comments:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Luminary’s quotation: __*citation should appear in parentheses (author’s last name page number). __  Example:   (Gaiman 35).    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (                                   ) .
Reason for selecting quote and comments:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Connector








Name:
Reading selection: page __ to page ___





Date:

Novel title: _______________________________






Role: Your job is to connect what you are reading with other events, elements, ideas you from know from other classes, readings or outside world.  You can also connect with events in your own life or the world outside as depicted in the news or other media.  Connections should be meaningful to you and to those in your group. You may use the sample questions as a “basis” to formulate your own.  Include your group members’ thoughts in the list below.
Sample Questions:  What ideas or events seem similar to things you know about people?  What other characters or people you know about would act the way characters do in this story?  What descriptions of the world or the things in it seem familiar to what you know or what you’ve read about before?  What makes that connection important?  What other books, movies, stories, television shows come to mind?  Why?  How does this selection relate to those that came before it?  What is the connection that no one else but you can discover?  What doe these connections show us about human nature or the human condition?  What did the book say about history?  Do you think the author is asking you to believe things in the book exist when we know they do not? Why and How? 
Connection Found and “explanation”: 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Connection Found and “explanation”:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connection Found and “explanation”:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connection Found and “explanation”:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Plot Summary







Name:

Graphic Organizer








Date:

Novel title: _____________________________________



Senior Lit/K. Goldsmith

Directions: This is an ongoing task.  As you meet and discuss the novel’s elements, carefully complete the information below.


Climax











Introduction/Exposition





Setting when:





Setting where:





Mood/Tone:





Info we need to know before the story starts:





Characterization (provide a brief description of each, including goals)





Protagonist:








Antagonist:








Other Major Characters:








Minor Characters:





Dénouement 


(final resolution or outcome)
































How is the “world” different now?





Rising Action





Main Conflict:





Event 1:





Event 2:





Event 3:





Event 4:





Event 5:





Others:








(*character v. self / character v. nature / character v. society / character v. character)





Falling Action 


(How do the conflicts unravel?)








