Literature Circles 

Connector 

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date
_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Connector:   Your job is to find connections between the book you are reading and the outside world. This means connecting what you read with your own life, to what happens at school or in the community, to similar events at other times and places, or to other people or problems.  Once you have shared your connection to this section of the book, each member of your group will also relate their own connection to the book, although they may refer to a different passage.

Describe the part in the book that you chose, and then explain your connection.

Page #
_________

Quote



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Connection

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Literature Circles

Word Wizard

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date
_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Word Wizard:  Your job is to be on the lookout for words that may be unusual, puzzling, or unfamiliar. Try to figure out their meaning from the context clues around the words. Look up the words in a dictionary or on your dictionary app.  Write a definition in your own words. Make sure that you understand the words before you meet with the group because you will be their teacher! Lead your group through a discussion of the words and their meanings.

	Word
	Page
	Your Best Guess

Using Context Clues
	Definition

and

Synonyms

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Write down some strategies you will use to help teach your group new words:

Literature Circles

Questioner/Discussion Director

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date
_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Questioner/Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. You can list them below during or after your reading. You may also use some of the general questions below to develop topics to your group.

Possible discussion questions or topics for today: 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________

Tips: Consider

•
A discussion of a work’s characters: are they realistic, symbolic, 

        historically-based?

•
What motivates the characters or leads them to make the choices they do?

•
An in-depth discussion of the work’s events

•
A discussion of any confusing passage or event

•
The historical context and/or events that occurred in a particular work 

•
Commentary on the social, political, or economic context in which a work 

        was written –- how does the context influence the work?

•
An analysis of a specific image, passage, phrase, etc. 

•
An analysis of a recurring image, phrase, event, etc.

Topics to be carried over to next discussion: _________________________________________________

Literature Circles

Literary Luminary

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date

_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Literary Luminary: Your job is to choose a paragraph, quote or passage from the book to discuss with your group. Your purpose is to help other students by spotlighting something interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important from the text. You can read parts aloud yourself, or ask another group member to read them. Include the page number and reason for choosing the passages.

Passage 1 Page #  _____

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason for choosing this passage
____________________________________________________

Passage 2 Page #  _____

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason for choosing this passage
____________________________________________________

Passage 3  Page # _______

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason for choosing this passage
____________________________________________________

Possible reasons for picking a passage to be shared aloud:
--contains intriguing dialogue






--a surprising event occurs

--reveals character’s personality, change or growth 

--is well-written or contains figurative language

--is funny, confusing, or thought-provoking

--reveals setting, theme, tone or mood

Literature Circles

Researcher

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date

_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Researcher: Your job is to dig up some background information on any relevant topic related to your book. This might include

•
The geography, weather, culture, or history of the book’s setting 

•
Pertinent information about the author and other related works 

•
Information about the time period portrayed in the book 

•
Information on any topics or events represented in the book

•
Information on any topics or events that may have influenced the author 

•
Pictures, objects, or materials that illustrate elements of the book 

•
The history and derivation of words or names used in the book 

•
Information about any character that is based on a historical person

This is not a formal research report. The idea is to find some information or material that helps your group understand the book better.   Investigate something that really interests you – something that struck you as puzzling or curious while you were reading.

Ways of gathering information:

•
The introduction, preface, or “about the author” section of the book 

•
Library books and magazines 

•
On-line computer search or encyclopedia 

•
Interviews with people who know the topic

•
Other novels, nonfiction, or textbooks you’ve read

What did you research:
__________________________________________________________________

Where did you find your information:
____________________________________________________

What did your research turn up:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Use the back of this paper if needed.

Literature Circles

Summarizer

Name
_______________________________________________________

Date

_______________________________________________________

Book
_______________________________________________________

Page #s
___________

Summarizer:  Your job is to prepare a brief  summary of your reading.  Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key points, main highlights, and central idea(s) of the reading.  Your opinions DO NOT belong in an objective summary.  Also, be sure not to include minor details.

Objective Summary:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Points/Main Ideas/Themes:


1.  __________________________________________________________________________________


2.  __________________________________________________________________________________


3.  __________________________________________________________________________________


4.  __________________________________________________________________________________


5.  __________________________________________________________________________________

Remember that the Summarizer begins all group discussions.
