Internal Assessment 2017:  IB English A: Language and Literature, Grade 11, 
Westlake High School
The Individual Oral Commentary (IOC) and Discussion

Who Tests:  All students enrolled in English IB English A: Language and Literature Y1 will complete the IOC/Discussion per IB guidelines, whether or not they are registered for IB certificate or diploma credit.

Preparation:  The material being examined includes all works studied during spring semester of this year.  You will prepare to do a close reading, oral commentary, and a literary discussion about Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood, or Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare, or Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. No texts, no notes, and no references (dictionary, etc.) may be used during the assessment, except the text provided for commentary analysis which you will draw when you arrive.  

Scheduling:  Candidates will receive an appointment time.  After appointment times are finalized, schedule changes will only be made in exceptional circumstances.  Students who wish to exchange appointment times with each other must advise the teacher no less than 48 hours in advance.  The IOC can be conducted only once per student; there are no do-overs allowed!  

Emergencies:  Candidates should make backup plans for transportation in the morning or other foreseeable problems.  A student who is unable to make his/her appointment at the last minute MUST alert the teacher at the soonest possible opportunity. The school’s phone number is 470-254-6400.

Academic Honesty:  The candidate may NOT bring ANY notes, texts, or references into the examination area. 

IB rules state emphatically that the candidate must not know in advance which specific works will be the subject of his/her commentary and discussion, so after the oral, be careful not to mention these details.  It is strictly forbidden to identify the chapters or acts or discussion questions used during your exam.   However, you may "debrief" by talking about how YOU did, in general terms:  for example, you felt you addressed features well but not personal response, or got stuck on one vocabulary word, etc.

To protect the integrity of our school and IB program, please report breaches of academic honesty to the teacher or to the IB coordinator, Ms. Wingfield, so that appropriate measures can be taken to assure that exams are valid for all students. 

Conduct of Oral Examination

	Arrival


	All personal materials set aside (lucky pens/pencils/highlighters welcome!)

Get settled with supplies in exam area

Random draw of Atwood, Fitzgerald, or Shakespeare extract

Start timer for preparation period

	20 minutes
	Oral commentary preparation period

• read the extract and accompanying guiding questions carefully

• identify and analyze closely all the significant aspects of the extract

• make notes for the commentary

• organize the structure of the commentary

	10 minutes
	Deliver oral commentary

Audio recorder turned on

Candidate usually speaks without interruption

	5 minutes
	Questions about the texts and the commentary

Teacher asks, candidate answers

	Departure
	Deposit exam materials.  Celebration and happiness!  


No breaks are allowed during the exam.  
The audio recording must be continuous throughout the commentary, Q&A, and discussion.
Individual oral commentary: 10 minutes

Students are expected to demonstrate their ability to communicate in a sustained and organized manner. 

The commentary should not be a series of unconnected points concerning the text. 

Students are expected to use a register appropriate to the commentary. 

During the commentary students must focus only on the text. If the text is an extract from a novel, for example, the relationship to the whole text or other works by the writer should be mentioned only when relevant. 

Students should not use this activity as an opportunity to discuss everything they know about the larger text. 

They are encouraged to integrate responses to the guiding questions into the commentary. 

The teacher should allow students to analyse the text without interruption. The teacher should act as no more than a sympathetic listener, and should not attempt to rearrange the commentary. The teacher should only intervene if students need positive encouragement, are finding it difficult to continue, or fail to comment on the text. 

The commentary should last for approximately 10 minutes. 

Discussion and subsequent questioning: 5 mins
Approximately five minutes should normally be allocated for this discussion. 

When the student has completed the commentary, the teacher is expected to engage in a discussion with the student. This discussion will give the student the opportunity to expand on particular statements made during the commentary.

In the case of less confident students, teachers must draw them out on the original guiding questions to give them the opportunity to improve or expand on doubtful statements. 

Teachers must be satisfied that students have understood specific details as well as appreciated their importance within the extract. 

Teachers must be satisfied that students understand the significance of the text within the whole work or, in the case of a complete poem, the relationship between the poem and others studied. 

See IOC rubric for evaluation criteria.
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